
       MINUTES - TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

TOWN OF BELVIDERE
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

691 Water Street

AUGUST 17, 2020

Mayor Kennedy opened the regular meeting of the Belvidere Town Council with the Pledge of
Allegiance and Teresa Yeisley read the following notice in compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act: In accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975, notice of this meeting
was given by way of notice filed with the Star Gazette and/or the Express-Times, filed in the
Municipal Clerk’s Office and posted in Belvidere Town Hall, 691 Water Street, Belvidere NJ. 
This meeting was also advertised on the municipal website as a virtual ZOOM meeting with
instructions to the public for attendance and comment.

Roll Call:
Present - Mayor Kennedy, Councilman Matlock, Councilwoman Miers, Councilman Mitchell,
Councilwoman Napolitani, Councilman Roth, Councilman Zmigrodski
Absent - None

Adoption of Minutes:
A motion was made by Councilman Roth, seconded by Councilman Matlock and carried to
adopt the July 27, 2020 regular meeting minutes of the Belvidere Town Council.

Public Comment:
There was no public comment at this time.

Committee Reports:
Councilman Zmigrodski - report on activities of the DPW.  Jason Stout working with Gordon
Meyer on list of trees that need to be trimmed or come down.

Councilman Roth - Good Will Fire had 12 calls in July.  They are starting their in-person
trainings again.  Sean Kelley will provide CPR training for staff at CC@B.  The Belvidere
Ambulance Corps had 92 calls in July with 20 in Belvidere.  The reinspection for the “paid”
squad is scheduled for late September.  JCP&L has installed all the LED project lights and there
have been no complaints so far.  Suggest that Council consider expansion of the project to the
business district this fall.  Jason Stout had a tree company look at the tree on Race Street and they
determined that it is not an imminent problem.  Will follow up with JCP&L.  Elizabethtown Gas
is set for Prospect Street and Race to the Scout Home.  Also Adams and looking at Lopatcong. 
CC@B permit was approved by the County but they changed the rules and called back the permit
so Elizabethtown Gas must resubmit it.

Councilman Mitchell - pool running well and there has been a lot of positive feedback.  Their
financials are looking favorable.  There has been no decision on extending the season.  The BOE
met last week to discuss the opening of the school.  70% of respondents have opted to attend in-
school with a modified schedule.  Sports practices will remain at 2:30 with parents being
responsible for pick-up.

Councilwoman Miers - Victorian Days has their COVID plan in place.  There will be an art and
car show, walking tours and virtual home tours.  The fall clean-up has been canceled by the
PCFA and will be rescheduled for 2021.  We are currently 10% down in tax collection.  Council
and department heads received the expenditure reports.  The Belvidere Lions Club will meet at
Town Hall on August 25th and livestream their drawing on Facebook.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Miers, seconded by Councilman Matlock and carried
authorizing the Town-Wide Yard Sales for October 3rd an 4th.  

Councilwoman Napolitani - the PD received the inspection report form the Department of
Corrections and they have 18 months to address the work needed to the sally port.  Discussion
ensued.  Kevin Benbrook will contact architect, Ray O’brien regarding a preliminary proposal for
this work.  The PD has been running radar in the speeding areas.  Their OT is down with the
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addition of the new officer.  The court agreements have been approved by Franklin and
Frelinghuysen and when the signed documents and resolutions are received they will be sent to
the AOC.  The vicinage division manager met with the court administrator regarding financial
matters.  Gary Sassaman will begin the court office renovations on August 22nd.  New outlets will
be installed as well.  The court administrator met with the judge to discuss scheduling for the two
new additional courts.  The Mayor and Chief advised that the response to the new first responder
flags has been overwhelmingly positive.

Councilman Matlock - Jason Stout has been working well with Gordon Meyer on a tree trimming
schedule.  The construction project on Second Street is being watched by the chairman of the
Historic Commission. 

Mayor Kennedy - DPW doing great financially with their OT and OE.  PD OT is down by
$19,124 from this time last year.  Began sending items requiring reports to the individual Council
members prior to the meeting so as to allow the members to gather their information.

Councilman Zmigrodski excused himself from the meeting.

Correspondence:
There was no correspondence addressed at this time.

Previous Business:
Kevin Benbrook advised that the non-binding referendum question regarding moving the school
elections back to April has been prepared.  There is a loophole in the law that allows the BOE to
pass a resolution to keep the election in November even if the Council passes a resolution to
move it to April.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Miers and seconded by Councilman Roth authoring
Kevin Benbrook to present the non-binding referendum question to move the school board
elections back to April to the Warren County Clerk for placement on the November ballot.

Roll call:
Ayes - Councilman Matlock, Councilwoman Miers, Councilman Mitchell, Councilwoman
Napolitani, Councilman Roth, Mayor Kennedy
Nays - None
Abstentions - None
Recusal - None
Absent - Councilman Zmigrodski

Kevin Benbrook reported that applications for flood mitigation of the four participating
properties have been accepted.  The Town will need to update our flood zone ordinance.  Deeds
for the former Royston property have been submitted to the Mayor and Clerk for execution. 
Waiting to hear from Habitat for Humanity regarding the buildable lot owned by the Town. 
Working on an RFP for revaluation.

New Business:
A motion was made by Councilwoman Miers, seconded by Councilman Matlock and carried
authorizing Paul Sterbenz to advertise bids for the additional work to Fifth Street.

Resolutions:
A motion was made by Councilwoman Napolitani, seconded by Councilman Matlock and
carried to adopt Resolution Nos. R2020x49 and R2020x50.

RESOLUTION NO. R2020x49
TOWN OF BELVIDERE
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE
TOWNSHIP OF FRANKLIN

WHEREAS, the Town of Belvidere and the Township of Franklin currently operate separate
municipal Courts at separate facilities utilizing separate staffs for each Court; and
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WHEREAS, for the purpose of effectuating further efficiency and cost savings, the Mayor and
Council have determined it to be in the best interest of the citizens of the Town of Belvidere to enter
into a Shared Services Agreement for municipal Court services with the Township of Franklin; and 

WHEREAS, Belvidere and Franklin have reached agreement on the terms and conditions of a
Shared Services Agreement, which said Agreement has been approved by the Administrative Offices
of the Court and by the Honorable Thomas C. Miller, Assignment Judge of Vicinage 13.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Belvidere,
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk be and hereby are authorized to date and execute a Shared Services
Agreement for a shared Municipal Court with the Township of Franklin, a true copy of which is

attached hereto as Exhibit A, the terms and conditions of which are specifically incorporated
herein by reference

Certification
I, Teresa A. Yeisley, Municipal Clerk/Administrator, Town of Belvidere do hereby certify that
the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Belvidere Town Council at a regular meeting
held on August 17, 2020.

RESOLUTION NO. R2020x50
TOWN OF BELVIDERE
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE
TOWNSHIP OF FRELINGHUYSEN

WHEREAS, the Town of Belvidere and the Township of Frelinghuysen currently operate separate
municipal Courts at separate facilities utilizing separate staffs for each Court; and

WHEREAS, for the purpose of effectuating further efficiency and cost savings, the Mayor and
Council have determined it to be in the best interest of the citizens of the Town of Belvidere to enter
into a Shared Services Agreement for municipal Court services with the Township of Frelinghuysen;
and 

WHEREAS, Belvidere and Frelinghuysen have reached agreement on the terms and conditions of
a Shared Services Agreement, which said Agreement has been approved by the Administrative
Offices of the Court and by the Honorable Thomas C. Miller, Assignment Judge of Vicinage 13.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Belvidere,
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk be and hereby are authorized to date and execute a Shared Services
Agreement for a shared Municipal Court with the Township of Frelinghuysen a true copy of

which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, the terms and conditions of which are specifically
incorporated herein by reference

Certification
I, Teresa A. Yeisley, Municipal Clerk/Administrator, Town of Belvidere do hereby certify that
the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Belvidere Town Council at a regular meeting
held on August 17, 2020.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Miers, seconded by Councilman Roth and carried to
adopt Resolution No. R2020x51.

RESOLUTION NO. R2020x51
TOWN OF BELVIDERE
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING IN REM TAX FORECLOSURE
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Belvidere, County of Warren, State of
New Jersey, the Governing Body of the Town of Belvidere, that the tax Sale Certificates as
shown on the attached, certified foreclosure list now held by the Town of Belvidere be foreclosed
by the summary proceedings IN REM, and as described by N.J.S.A. 54:5-104.29 to 54.5-104.71,
as amended, pursuant to Rules of Civil Practice of the Superior Court of New Jersey.

Certification
I, Teresa A. Yeisley, Municipal Clerk/Administrator, Town of Belvidere do hereby certify that
the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Belvidere Town Council at a regular meeting
held on August 17, 2020.

Ordinances:
A motion was made by Councilwoman Miers and seconded by Councilman Roth to introduce
Ordinance No. O2020x06.

ORDINANCE NO. O2020x06
TOWN OF BELVIDERE
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF NOT MORE THAN $70,000 FOR
IMPROVEMENTS TO LOPATCONG STREET

WHEREAS, the Council of the Town of Belvidere has determined that it needs to appropriate the
sum up to $70,000.00 from the Capital Improvement Fund improvements to Lopatcong Street.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Belvidere Town Council that:

1. There are funds available in the Capital Improvement Fund of the General Capital
Fund for costs attributable to said Improvements to Lopatcong Street..

2. There is hereby appropriated that sum of up to $70,000.00 from the Capital
Improvement Fund of the General Capital Fund for the aforementioned purpose.

3. There is no debt authorized by this ordinance.
4. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage following a public hearing to be

conducted thereon and publication of notice of final passage with the
requirements of the law.

NOTICE
The foregoing ordinance was introduce at a regular meeting of the Belvidere Town Council held
on August 17, 2020 and was read for the first time.  This ordinance will be further considered for
final adoption by the Belvidere Town Council at a meeting to be held on September 14, 2020 at
Belvidere Town Hall, 691 Water Street, Belvidere, NJ at 7:00 P.M. or at any time and place to
which said meeting may be adjourned.  All interested persons will be given the opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance at that time.  Any member of the general public can obtain a
copy of said ordinance at no cost at the Municipal Clerk’s Office, 691 Water Street, Belvidere,
Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 

Roll call:
Ayes - Councilman Matlock, Councilwoman Miers, Councilman Mitchell, Councilwoman
Napolitani, Councilman Roth, Mayor Kennedy
Nays - None
Abstentions - None
Recusal - None
Absent - Councilman Zmigrodski

Appointments:
There were no appointments at this time.

Authorization to Pay Purchase Orders:
A motion was made by Councilwoman Miers, seconded by Councilman Matlock and carried to
authorize the payment of the purchase orders in the amount of $679,794.97.
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Public Comment:
There was no public comment at this time.

Executive Session:
No executive session was needed at this time.

A motion was made by Councilman Matlock, seconded by Councilman Roth and carried
authorizing the requisite street closure in cooperation with the Chief of Police for the Victorian
Days event.

A motion was made by Councilman Matlock to adjourn the meeting of the Belvidere Town
Council at 8:08 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Teresa A. Yeisley, RMC/CPM                                                                                                           
Municipal Clerk/Administrator 
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